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Now ask students to work in pairs with the person next to them and come up with 

small explanations for each section of the graph. To help them, split the graph that has 

been drawn on the board into three sections. Give them 10 minutes to come up with an 

answer. 

 
Main activity: Once students have come up with explanations for the three sections of 

the graph, annotate the graph as a class, taking contributions from each pair. Once one 

pair makes a suggestion, ask other students if there is anything they want to add and so 

on until they are all happy with the explanation. If they miss anything important out, 

guide them to add it in, such as asking questions like, but what about this? Do you think 

this is important too? 

 
Go on to assess potential criticisms of the Kuznets curve. Ask students if they can think 

of any and begin to form a list on the board, discussing each criticism with the class. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

• 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 

 

• 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


